deli in search of
her favourite
drink.

Kl PULS bl11E IN1VU
) BIG APPLE

As ex-pats flock to buy a taste uf home

C{JRNISH I"ﬁSI'lEE Scutnh eEEs, fmrk pies

old-fashioned British bang

Or an

er. If you're in New York and in

the mood for one of these, there’s only one place to go — Myers

of Keswick, in Greenwich Village.

It"s the deli that brings a real taste of Britain to the Big Apple.

Peter Myers, a former
butcher from the Lake
District, has been
catering ll:ir the city's
ever-growing ex-pat
cummunll;:ﬁnm 1985,

“We opened on July 4 r-.lm ""”E'k holiday —
and, on that first dn}.r |

n:rn.ﬁe-st heliday on
sold one pork pie,” Peter record!
i

B e et day, [ mi Discovered

there again with my wife He started working in

and we sold just two,. She & bar and, within a few

wias in tears, asking me il years, he ended u

I thought this idea of becoming the landiord,

mine wis going to work. Married to a local girl
“I told her nok te and with a baby

wWOrTy, fol many daughter, Jenniler, a

businesses increase their
turmover by 100 per cend
in one day!™

Peter had arrived in
Mew York in 1972 for a

turning podnt came when
Peter's dad, himsell a
butcher, came over for a
wisil. ayed | o
“He st or cight
weeks,” said Peter, “and.
to avold getting bored,
he started making pork
ples mrd sausage rolls,
We would give them ot
1o cusiomers in the bar
during the cocktail howr,
“] also had a
conversation with
someane from the British
Consulate in Mew York
and discovered that there
was a British population

i ERE

by Helen Newman

of around 250,000 in the
area — that's Mew York,
Mew Jersey and
Connecticul.”

It was too good an
apporiunity to miss.
P-epr:' sald i'rhe bar and

i & former ltalian
deli in the meat-packing
district, resisting the
templation to call it The
Empire Sirikes Back.

Trendiest

Shelves stocked with
Oxo, Bird's Custard,
Walkers Crisps and
Hobnobs, it's now at the
centre of one of the city's
trendiest areas and a
must for any Erit in New
York.

“We recently had one
of the Gallagher brothers
from Oasis in. | get them
misxed up 50 I'm nol sure
if it was Liam or Moel.®
Peter revealed,

“We've also done
varipus backstage parties
for the likes of Elton
John and David Bowie
when they're playing in
town,”

Other stars with a

roing for a taste of
hﬁ:ﬂ: have included
Maomi Campbell. who
loves Ribena, Kate Moss
wha enjoys i Cidhurg.- ]
Flake and Mick J
wha once ordered I.‘
2500 Christmas baskets.

And a woman who
once had the late
Princess Margaret o

slay Was very teﬁu] ]
find Peter co pﬂ;
lemaon barley water

hir puest.

Customers come inta
the city from as far away
a5 Virginia and Mamne,
and drive away again,
their car bools groaning
with goodies,

Best seller

*1 always
tunm!rlglmﬁﬁlﬂ
are thie best in or ow of
Cumberiand,” said
Peter, “hecauke |
ST @ recipe
given to my
grandfather
when he
npened @
butcher's shop
al Station
Road, ILE!'E"I'EE. "
We probably se
abaout .'H:Iﬂlhgnfth:m a
week

=Al Christemas, we're
abways rushed off our
feet with puddings and
mince pies — Last year

we |ﬂp‘;‘|:|'||'|:|||ng1ahnmrl

F'eler regularly iravels
back to Britain (o place
orders.

| Peter
% the for
David Bowie"s
backstage
party.

In fact, he's been over
hiere planning for Easter
and making sure he
orders enough Cadbury’s
eggs to meel his
customers' needs,

“Probably about 55 per
cent of our customers
are British, with the rest
being Americans who
might have been to
Britain and have a liking
for some of the foods.

“On the whale, though,
the American palate is
qulte bland and they
aren't that keen on

trying anything
few.”

Having siaried
by stecking only
foods he li
&0 nothing weni
io wasie, Peler
now slocks

hundreds of lines,
from Angel Delight o
Maltesers.

Myers of Keswick Is
wvery much a fumily
concern. Peter's
daughter Jennifer, 25,
runs the shop in his
absence, and her cousin
Roger has been working
alongside them for the
past 5ix years, lod.



